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Artist Statement

About the Artist: Marie-Helene L. Grabman is one of the few fine artists executing original works of scissor-cut paper – “Scherenschnitte”. The art of scherenschnitte is not very well known in this country, however, the art dates from the 1500’s in Switzerland and Germany. It was brought to Colonial America by immigrants in the 1700’s. Like much of our art, the style changed from its continental roots, and the American work became very primitive in appearance. Today, only a handful of artists in this country practice the original, intricate, European style cutwork – Marie-Helene’s specialty.
She first learned cutting techniques from her grandmother. Later from studies of electronic and print journalism at the University of Detroit, then as a TV news professional, she mastered the concepts to design in a medium that contrasts mirror images and asymmetry. 

A serious student of scherenschnitte, she combines both secular and religious influences of European development and American heritage. She uses only scissors to create each refined, uniquely detailed, graceful work. While she completes simple cuttings in hours, intricate work can require a year to fully develop.

The paper cuttings are cut from acid-free white or imported black silhouette paper. Some of the works have multiple layers of sculpted paper added to the base cutting to create or enhance a focal point. Under layers of papers are also used to give color to hollow cut areas.

The major difference in Marie-Helene’s work and that of other European and American cuttings is the dimensional aspect of the work. The cuttings are never glued completely down…they are floated on the back mat to create shadows and a 3-dimensional look, important to the final composition.

List of Awards, Honors, Guilds, etc.:

· One of 5 Americans invited to show her scissor cuttings at the Swiss National Museum, Zurich, Switzerland, in an exhibition devoted to contemporary American interpretation of the work: “Going West: Swiss Folk Art in America”.

· Invited to custom design an ornament of the White House “Blue Room” Christmas tree, 1999. It is in their permanent collection.

· Received the 1st Early American Life “Heritage Award”. The jury of 14 professionals described her work as “outstanding” and “museum quality”, 2005.

· Listed yearly in Early American Life’s “Directory of the 200 Best American Craftsmen”.

· Board of Directors, Exhibiting and Teaching member, Guild of American Papercutters.

· Contributing editor, The Story of Paper Cutting, Chris Rich, Sterling Press.

Selected Exhibitions:

· The Rye Arts Center, “Cutting Across Cultures: The Art of Papercutting, Then and Now”, Rye. NY; January 7-February 17, 2007.

· The Museum of Early Trades and Crafts, “State of the Craft: Contemporary Interpretations of Tradition”, Madison, NJ; July 2001-February 2002.

· The Washington County Museum of Fine Arts, Hagerstown, MD.

· The Hershey Museum, Harrisburg, PA

· The Interchurch Center, “Rejoice and Celebrate” 1999, “A Season of Joy” 2000, NYC

· The Taubman Center, University of Michigan, 2001.

· The Generation Haus West, Stuttgart, Germany, 2005.

Miscellaneous:
· Commissioned to design artwork for NYC singer Nina Nastasia’s 4th CD and LP release- “On Leaving”, FatCat records, released worldwide October 2006.

